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McIntosh Announces MC1502 Vacuum Tube Amplifier 

A Classic. Supersized. 

Binghamton, NY – August 6, 2020 – McIntosh, the global leader in pres:gious home entertainment and 
ul:mate-quality audio for 70 years, is proud to announce the MC1502 Vacuum Tube Amplifier.  

The new McIntosh MC1502 Vacuum Tube Amplifier is a stereo amplifier designed for home audio and 
home music systems that produces 150 Wa[s per channel. It is the direct replacement to McIntosh's 
award winning MC2152 Limited Edi:on 70th Anniversary Vacuum Tube Amplifier, which had a limited 
produc:on run in celebra:on of their 70th Anniversary that occurred in 2019. The new MC1502 has 
iden:cal audio specifica:ons and sound reproduc:on performance of the heralded MC2152 but in a 
more customary McIntosh design.  

The MC1502 shares the :meless styling of their classic MC275 Vacuum Tube Amplifier. As the MC1502 
has twice the stereo power ra:ng of the MC275 (150 Wa[s vs. 75 Wa[s) and is physically larger, in many 
ways it can be considered the MC275's big brother. And while a pair of MC275s can be run in mono to 
achieve the 150 Wa[s per channel output of the MC1502, the MC1502 boasts a be[er signal-to-noise 
ra:o of 112dB vs. 105dB for the MC275 pairing – producing an even quieter performance than the 
already quiet MC275. 

The MC1502 is powered by eight KT88 output vacuum tubes, with four assigned to each stereo channel. 
It also has eight small signal tubes, consis:ng of four 12AX7A and four 12AT7 vacuum tubes; two of each 
of these vacuum tubes are dedicated to each audio channel. The 12AX7A vacuum tubes are for the 
Balanced and Input amps, while the 12AT7 tubes are for the Voltage and Driver amps. All the vacuum 
tubes are covered by a 12-gauge stainless steel wire cage with a black powder coated finish. 

The KT88 vacuum tube sockets include Air-Pipe cooling at their bases to help facilitate long service life. 
The eight signal tube sockets have ceramic base construc:on with gold plated contacts, providing 
protec:on from atmospheric contamina:on. All the vacuum tubes sit atop the precision formed stainless 
steel chassis polished to a mirror finish. McIntosh's Sentry Monitor™ technology monitors the output 
current and shuts the amplifier off if it ever exceeds safe limits; the signal tubes will flash red if Sentry 
Monitor is ever ac:vated. 

Unlike many other amplifiers, the MC1502's full 150 Wa[s can be delivered to almost any pair of 
speakers regardless if they have 2, 4 or 8 Ohm impedance. This is thanks to McIntosh's patented Unity 
Coupled Circuit output transformer technology – the same technology McIntosh was founded on in 1949. 
Two Unity Coupled Circuit output transformers flank the power transformer which is posi:oned between 
them. Each transformer is housed in a glass topped extruded enclosure that displays the wiring diagram 
for each transformer. Two fully spelled out vintage die cast aluminum name badges adorn two sides of 
the MC1502, while an abbreviated badge is centered between the Tube Lights and Power knobs. 

- more -



Both balanced and unbalanced inputs are included to connect the MC1502 to your preamplifier and the 
rest of your home audio system. McIntosh's patented Solid Cinch™ speaker binding posts will securely 
connect your speaker cables to your speakers. An input and output for McIntosh's Power Control 
technology allows other connected McIntosh components, such as preamplifiers, CD players, turntables, 
or media steamers, to automa:cally turn on and off. 

Pricing and Availability 
Orders for the MC1502 can now be placed with Authorized McIntosh dealers with shipping expected to 
begin in August 2020. 

Suggested retail price (VAT, shipping and any customs du:es related to current standards of individual 
countries are excluded): $11,000 USD 

About McIntosh 
Founded in 1949, McIntosh Laboratory, Inc. is known for offering dis:nguished quality audio products, 
superior customer service and the ul:mate experience in music and film. All McIntosh products are 
handcraled at the Binghamton, NY factory by over 150 employees with a passion for music and the 
McIntosh heritage. McIntosh con:nues to define the ul:mate home entertainment experience for 
discrimina:ng consumers around the world, with the iconic “McIntosh Blue” Wa[ Meters globally 
recognized as a symbol of quality audio. Since its incep:on, McIntosh has been powering some of the 
most important moments in music history and pop culture. From President Lyndon Johnson’s 
inaugura:on speech to Woodstock to the famous Grateful Dead “Wall of Sound,” McIntosh has not only 
witnessed history, it has shaped it. With McIntosh, customers have the ability to create their own 
premium audio experience – and truly live their music. Visit www.mcintoshlabs.com to learn more. 
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